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end of it, the teacher said: u Friends, you have
come to test me and prove me. Go home now
and test and prove yourselves in the same way.
Give your answers to yourselves. I do not ask
you to confess to me or to others. Say to your-
selves definitely how much of the Veda you really
believe and how much you do not believe. It is a
good thing to proceed in a certain path because
our elders tell us it is good. At the same time
it is equally good to ask ourselves what it is that
seems right to our own judgment. Our elders
are the Teacher outside. Give ear to their voices.
But within us is a Teacher. His voice too must be
heard. Do not cover Him up and bury Him. The
truth which you perceive when the two voices are
in unison, that is truth indeed. Until then what
we know as truth is put on." The interlocutors
left the place. The teacher then spoke to the
gathering around regarding the witness within
man and sent them away.

This very first view of the teacher had won
Sariputra's heart. So uncommon were the since-
rity and patience and sweet temper of the Buddha.
When the discourse was over, the young man
walked up to the teacher and told him everything
about himself and asked him to accept him as a
disciple, cc Oh/' said the Guru smiling, " a man